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PROGRAMS FOR 2010 

                 By: Susie Epperson, Program Chairman 
The composer, J. S. Bach, once told a student that playing music is easy: 
“Just play the right note, at the right time, in the right way.” Growing 
beautiful roses can be easy too: “Just plant the right rose, in the right 
place, and care for it the right way!” As rose lovers, our quest is to learn 
from experienced rosarians, increase our rose-growing knowledge,  and 
improve and implement effective practices so that we too can say, 
“Growing beautiful roses is easy (and rewarding)!”  
 
The results from the TRS member survey in November 2009 regarding 
possible program topics for 2010 indicated an overwhelming interest in 
programs that provide information on how to grow beautiful healthy 
roses. Thus, our all-encompassing 2010 theme is “Growing Great 
Roses.” The dynamic speakers and exciting programs planned for 2010 
will help each of us grow better roses! Our planned monthly programs are 
as follows: 
 
March 4 -- “Identifying Rose Diseases” presented by Dr. Alan Windham, 
professor of plant pathology with the UT Extension Service. His specialty 
is the diagnosis and management of diseases. He and his brother, Mark, 
are both members of the UT Rose Team which has rose-trial centers in 
Crossville and Jackson. He has spoken on diseases and disease diagnosis 
at numerous plant conferences across the U.S. 
 
April 1 -- “Best Roses of 2009” -- James Mills, owner of K&M Roses in 
Buckatunna, Mississippi, will present a PowerPoint program developed by 
an outstanding Arkansas rosarian.  
 
May 6 -- “Maintaining Healthy Roses” presented by our own member, 
Robbie Griggs.  Robbie was a long-time member of the Nashville Rose 
Society before moving back to Knoxville with her husband, Charles. She 
is also a Tennessee Master Gardener. Robbie’s program will include ef-
fective methods and chemicals to use for fungus and rose pests. 
 
May — “Dogwood Arts Festival Open Rose Gardens” Don’t miss the  
open gardens of the Tennessee Rose Society members. This will give you 
a chance to visit the gardens and speak with our own members about their 
roses. Exact dates and times will be announced by the Dogwood Arts Fes-
tival soon. We will keep you posted. 
 
July – no meeting 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 
 

 

 
 
   Hello to everyone.  I am so honored to be your President this year, 2010.  Tom has 
done such a wonderful job, it will be very hard to fill his shoes.  Size 20 I think.  If the 
newly elected officers are to be successful this year, we will need everyone’s support.  
We would like for each of you to step up and do what you can, no matter how big or 
small, to work with us, the Board Members and Committee Members, to continue mov-

ing our Society forward.  By supporting us as rose members, we will only be stronger and our Society will 
be stronger.  Together as a whole, we are a compelling group of members.  I am proud to call each of you 
my rose friend. 
   With that said, let me say Susie Epperson has worked very hard getting our programs ready for this 
year’s meetings.  I am sure the programs will be enjoyed by all.   Mary Bates, who is relentless and never 
stops, is planning our Tennessee Rose Bud Newsletter for this year.  Do not hesitate to help her by sending 
her rose stories or articles and/or pictures to share for the newsletter.  Our goal is to be one of the best (if 
not the best) newsletters in the District and beyond. 
 
  Richard Weidner is at the helm of the Rose Workshop with the help of Mike Thompson.  I am sure with 
their expertise, they will bring all the gardening information, plus more, to the table to make the Workshop 
educational and enjoyable each month. 
 
   Mary Frances Carlson, Rhonda Spruiell and committee will work very hard every month to make sure 
we have enough refreshments and punch for everyone.  By bringing your share of refreshments, when it’s 
your month, is supporting your officers.    Ann Orr and committee will never forget to call you to remind 
you to come to the monthly meetings. Coming to the meetings is a great way to give support to your offi-
cers. 
 
   Jackie Wilson has agreed to be our “Sunshine” girl.  So, let her know when to send a card to someone, a 
member, whether it is a birthday, sickness, etc…  Don’t forget. 
 
   Please let’s all give a great big thank you to Karl Ekstrom for  our Society Yearbook.  He does a very 
good job for us.   We must not forget to thank Steve Franklin our Secretary and Hoyt Williams our Treas-
urer who will continue to do an awesome job for us again this year.  
 
We have a new committee this year “Greeters.”  Carolyn Noey and Christine Thompson have so graciously 
agreed to be our greeters at the door to hand out name tags and printed information.  Martha  McCluen will 
continue to be our Membership chairman this year.  
 
   In our new home with all our wonderful members, we will have a great year.  Let’s all have fun and en-
joy the roses.  See you at the meetings. 
Katherine Brennan, President 
 

ARS Members don’t forget to take advantage of the free online access to four quarterly bulletins 
($45.00 Value). Previously available only by subscription, the Mini/Mini-Flora Bulletin, Old Garden 
Rose and Shrub Gazette, Rose Arrangers’ Bulletin and Rose Exhibitors’ Forum are all now available 
online at www.ars.org free to all ARS members with the members’ password. The members’ pass-
word is listed on page 5 of each issue of American Rose Magazine. 
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Editor’s Notes 
By: Mary Bates 

ARS Consulting Rosarian 
mbates@charterinternet.com 

 
It seems only yesterday that we 
were starting the Tennessee Rose 
Bud but as I type Volume 4, I real-
ize that our newsletter is now 
starting its fourth year. How can 
that be?  
 
 I wanted to take a moment to 
thank Mary Frances Carlson who 
continually proofs all our copy 
and keeps us all going in the right 
direction. I also want to thank 
Amber Clay for teaching me how 
to format the newsletter and who 
always helps when I get over my 
head. I would also like to thank all 
of those who have submitted arti-
cles and beautiful photography 
from your gardens. I hope you will 
continue to support the newsletter 
by continuing to write and share 
your love of the rose. This will 
make our newsletter the best it can 
be. 
I want to also thank Joe Spruiell 
for being such a great webmaster 
and invite each of you to take a 
moment to visit our website 
www.tennesseerose society.org. 
 
You will notice that there are un-
derlined texts throughout the 
newsletter which are hyperlinks to 
web sites and e-mail addresses. 
We hope to include hyperlinks to 
more sites so please let me know 
which sites you enjoy. 
 
Let’s look forward to a wonderful 
new season of sharing our love for 
the rose. 
 

. TENNESSEE ROSE  
SOCIETY CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 
By: Mary Frances Carlson 

 
 

We were fortunate again this year 
to gather at Fox Den Country Club 
on Thurs., Dec. 3, for our annual 
party.  The club was as usual fes-
tively decorated to welcome 
guests for food and fellowship.  
We are especially grateful to club 
members, Betty and Jeremy Dick, 
for making this event possible. 
 
As members gathered, Fredda 
Valentine Temples performed mu-
sic of the season and then ended 
with everyone’s favorite, “Rocky 
Top.”  Since our roses are pres-
ently taking a well deserved rest, 
Susie Epperson presented every-
one with beautiful winter rose 
poinsettias, and door prizes were 
awarded.  This year’s officers and 
committee members were given 
poinsettias by outgoing President 
Tom Carlson, and next year’s offi-
cers were installed by Ann Orr, 
who gave an interesting rendition 
on the responsibilities of each offi-
cer. 
 
A highlight of the evening was 
recognizing Kathy Brennan with 
the Bronze Honor Medal award, 
which must be approved by the 
Tenarky District.  Kathy was com-
mended for her work for the past 
several years in the society and in 
appreciation for her efforts to 
bring roses to a special place of 
prominence, which they so rightly 
deserve.   
 
Congratulations, Kathy! 

BEGINNERS COLUMN 
By: Mary Bates 
ARS Consulting Rosarian 
mbates@charterinternet.com 
 
As spring approaches and we be-
gin to think about our new roses, 
we need to prepare a proper envi-
ronment for their arrival. 
 
Roses need a soil adequate to sup-
ply all the necessary nutrients for 
healthy growth and a location that 
will make it possible for the rose 
to grown free from the handicaps 
that contribute to disease. Remem-
ber  a happy rose is a healthy rose 
and most often free from disease. 
 
Each rosarian has a different phi-
losophy for growing good roses 
but I believe that soil preparation 
is the most important part of rose 
culture. A rose bush is a living 
organism. They are ravenous eat-
ers but the soil air-moisture rela-
tionship is vital to allow the rose 
to take advantage of the fertilizer 
we will soon start to give our roses 
when they begin to grow. Most of 
us only have one chance to prop-
erly plant our new rose. Let’s re-
view the basics we have leaned 
over the past year and give our 
new rose a warm welcome to our 
garden by providing a proper envi-
ronment with enriched soil. 
 
One tip that I may offer is that 
earthworms are like teenagers- if 
you feed them they will come!! 
They love compost. I have found 
they like the Nature’s Helper Soil 
Conditioner that I use as a mulch  
and also love the Pasteurized 
Chicken Litter from Clayton 
Beaty. 
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Sponsored by 
 

Holston Rose Society and the Tennessee Rose Society 

 
GROWING BEAUTIFUL ROSES  

MADE EASY SEMINAR 
Saturday, March 13, 2010 

8:30 AM to 1:15 PM 
Rooms 156 &157 Plant Biotech Building, 

                              University of Tennessee Knoxville Campus 
                                      Fee:  Pre-registration $10; Day of Seminar $15 

 
For information:  Call 865-376-6894, 865-995-2119, or 865-984-4313 

Brochure and Registration Form:  www.tennesseerosesociety.org 
 

Come and learn the basics of growing roses. 

GROWING ROSES 
Are you one who has thought about growing roses, the National flower, in your garden but has procras-

tinated in getting started?  Rather, you may be one who grows roses but wishes that the roses grew better.  No 
matter, if you want to grow roses or grow roses easier, there will be a seminar “Growing Beautiful Roses Made 
Easy” to help you.  I t  will  be held at  the University of Tennessee,  
Knoxville Campus, on Saturday, March 13, in the Plant Biotech building.  This building is located on Chap-
man Avenue, just off Joe Johnson Boulevard.  Signs will lead from Neyland Drive.  The seminar begins with 
registration and refreshments at 8:30 AM and will continue until about 1:15 PM.  

 
            The speakers are some of the best rose growers in the region who are glad to share their wealth of 
knowledge with you.  The topics include “Selecting Roses for the Home Garden,” “Building Rose Beds” and 
“Planting, Fertilizing and Watering Roses.”  After a short break, “Maintaining Healthy Roses” and 
“Pruning” (with a demonstration) will be discussed.  There will be door prizes, including some rose bushes, 
throughout the Seminar.  In addition, there will be various house and garden plants and baked goods for sale 
throughout the day. 
 
 This seminar is presented for the public by the Holston and the Tennessee Rose Societies; both groups 
are members of the American Rose Society.  Cost of admission is $10 if registration is made in advance; the 
price increases to $15 for registrations the day of the seminar.  More information can be obtained by calling 
either 865-376-6894 or 865-984-4313.  Registration Forms and Brochures can be  
obtained by going to www.tennesseerosesociety.org. and click on Events. 
 
 Here is a chance to get in a consolidated form the basics of better rose growing.  Plan to attend and 
bring a neighbor or two so that your neighborhood will sprout with beautiful roses.  It will be  
several hours well spent! 
 
Martin Skinner, Chair 
865-376-6894 
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MY JOURNEY THROUGH THE GARDEN OF ROSES 

“Let us be grateful to the people who make us happy; they are the charming gardeners who make our souls blos-
som.”  Marcel Proust 
 
As a young married southern lady, I started growing garden flowers and bushes (if it flowered, I wanted it in 
my garden) in the mid 70’s.  Before then and just married, Jim and I moved to New York City, all concrete and 
well, you know the rest. 
 
Growing up in East Tennessee, my parents taught me to take care of the yard as well as the inside of the home.  
From my Mother, I learned garden flowers such as irises, lilies, peonies, dahlias, etc. plus how to polish silver.  
From my Dad I learned about vegetables, crape myrtles, herbs, hydrangeas, etc. plus how to change a washer 
in a faucet.  My Daddy grew the best muskadines in the county.  Mom made jelly for the Fair and in the cellar, 
Dad made wonderful muskadine wine just for the “special” people to taste, not for everyone.  My brothers 
would slip down to the cellar on the pretence of getting a jar of canned green beans for Mom to cook for din-
ner.  However, you and I know what they were doing—sampling the wine.  
  
Now, during all this we did grow roses; Mom’s beautiful yellow floribundas (her favorite flower) and climbing 
pink and red roses on the fence and the mailbox.  I thought they were pretty but did not pay much attention to 
them.  I was busy growing up. However, on Mother’s Day when Mom made us a corsage out of her roses to 
wear to Church, that was special.  The boys did not like wearing “flowers” on their suit coat, but me in my new 
dress, shoes and gloves, the rose corsage looked just right. It was the final touch.  I felt like a princess. 
Early seventies Jim and I were transferred from NYC to Knoxville, Tn.  I finally got a plot of ground in which 
to plant, and plant I did.  Having a husband and two small children, I started small, about 25 plants—no roses 
yet.  To my surprise, I was fairly successful when most plants came back the next spring.  O.K. I thought, I can 
do this, so, I planted some more plants, perennials plus a few bulbs.  Which by the way, the squirrels and voles 
have not thanked me yet for planting those juicy bulbs.  Still no roses in the garden. 
 
A couple of years later, 1981 to be exact, we moved into a much larger house with even more yard.  Wow, I 
thought, this is going to be great!  All the planting possibilities came to mind.  My darling husband said 
“please go slow.”  I agreed and immediately started on my garden journey with roses included in my grand 
plan for the landscaping of our new home. 
 
The first place I went was the local K-Mart (remember it’s 1981).  That’s where I bought my bulbs and peren-
nials the years before and they all, well most, came back the next year.  So in conclusion, K-Mart must have 
good roses. Right?  My vision remembering Mom’s garden was not what I saw on the shelf at the garden cen-
ter.  You see, I thought the roses would be in a pot ready to be put in a hole like all the other plants and bushes.  
I know what you are thinking and you are right. I had not read a garden book or studied up on rose culture.   I 
was just like everyone else starting out. I wanted a rose garden.  That simple!  What’s to learn? 
 
The roses at K-Mart were not grade 1 roses (what’s that?).  Their roots had been cut severely and dipped in 
paraffin (ugh!), and packed and shipped in sawdust (oh the poor dears).  I did not know this was wrong, so I 
said, Girl pick out some roses and let’s go home and plant.  Armed with 10 “perfect” bushes, to home I went 
whistling the “yellow rose of Texas.”  And that’s not even a rose! 
 
Bareroot (again, what’s that?).  Oh my, I was so green but so happy.  Little did I know our dirt (did I say dirt?) 
was chert*.  The name of our street was Chert Pit Drive; that should have been a clue, but I was looking at the 
ground with rose colored glasses.  All along I thought it was Cherry Pit Drive. Hummm.  Build the planting 
beds on top of the ground, or amend the soil to the right pH.  I did not know any of this.  Oh yes, the perfect 
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spot in my garden was right under the largest Sycamore tree you have ever seen at least 25’ tall.  The tree’s 
root system was massive, but that was alright in my mind because these were small plants with small roots, so 
I only needed a very small hole to plant them in. Right?  After I had finished planting the already tired bushes, 
I was so proud of myself. Oh, did I tell you I did not soak them or condition them before putting these tiny 
dormant bushes into their tiny holes?  I did put some Miracle Grow and some water on the roses when I fin-
ished planting.  I guess the Sycamore tree enjoyed all that attention; and by the way, I got no thanks for that 
either. 
 
Have you guessed already?  The poor dears died.  It did not take them long so it was only painful to me, their 
innocent, ignorant gardener.  I did not understand, I did all the right things: roses are perennials, I bought 
them at K-Mart. I fed and watered them, planted them in a nice spot under the giant tree; they should have 
come back the next spring. 
 
We moved again in 1994 into a home with lots of windows perfect to view roses planted all around the house.  
One lovely day in May, my Garden Club visited one of the most beautiful rose gardens I have ever seen.  It 
was Master Gardener, ARS Consulting Rosarian, Peggy Tippens’ garden of 300 roses.  My oh my, was I in 
love, shot through the heart by Cupid’s bow.  I thought how wonderful it would be to have this, all this 
beauty, in my garden to enjoy everyday. 
 
I have come a long way and learned so much in my garden journey.  With Jim’s support, in memorial to the 
“10 dried up poor dears,” we now grow 250 roses of all varieties all around our home, which we have named 
“Bren-rose garden.”  I have a wonderful, knowledgeable mentor, Rhonda Spruiell, who is an ARS Master Ro-
sarian and along with her husband Joe, are ARS Silver Honor Medal recipients. They have been most encour-
aging to me in all my rose endeavors and supportive of my achievements.  Through the Tennessee Rose Soci-
ety and The Tenarky District, I have gained many rose friends that share the enthusiasm for the rose. I am 
grateful for all of them.  Our gardens are open all year around. Come visit with us.                                                          
 
Kathy Brennan, ARS Consulting Rosarian  kbrennan@tds.net 
                          President Tennessee Rose Society 
                          Recipient of the ARS Bronze Honor Medal 2009 
                          Proud owner of 12 + books on “Growing Roses” 
 
 

FOCUS ON LAST YEAR’S AWARD WINNERS 
 
 During 2009 three of our society members were awarded medals by the American Rose Society—
two at the district level and one at the local level.  Joe and Rhonda Spruiell received the Silver Honor Medal 
at the Tenarky District Rose Show and Convention held in Louisville, KY; and Kathy Brennan received the 
Bronze  Honor Medal at our annual Christmas party in December. 
 It’s interesting to learn how people started their interest in growing roses; and in Joe Spruiell’s case, 
his father grew roses—mostly hybrid tea roses and he had about 25-30.  Before Joe started growing roses, he 
went to a rose show at West Town Mall where one of our former members, Drexel Davis, showed him 
around and invited the Spruiells to their next rose society meeting.  They have always considered Clyde 
Chappell their “mentor,” and with 200 roses in their beautiful garden and numerous awards for exhibiting 
their roses, we know they have become successful rose growers. 
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 SO YOU WANT TO GROW ROSES 

By:  Ted Mills, ARS Master Rosarian and Judge 
 

This article is written primarily to benefit the aspiring beginner in rose culture.  One look at most rose socie-
ties portrays the presence of graying hair in abundance.  This means that the median age of society members 
is quite high.  For the sake of the rose-growing hobby’s continuance, the recruitment of the youngsters is 
very important.  
 
We have seen many changes in the first decade of the 21st century. Probably the most significant happened 
on 9/11.  It was then that the USA took a changed perspective of the word, FREEDOM. RoseDoc makes this 
statement because America’s outlook toward liberty has changed.  No longer can we sit smug in our homes 
and not ever expect attack.  It has been 234 years since the British were driven from our land. Years passed 
and no foreign power attacked our soil until that fateful day in 2001.  Now we must be vigilant to the extent 
that foreign powers will not take away our freedom. It is imperative that we categorize 9/11 as a cowardly 
act that must not be allowed to happen again. 
 
Although not nearly as important, it is fitting that rosarians review the changes that have gone on in the rose 
world.  There are several.  Many new rose specimens have entered the market although the mechanics of 
growing them has seen little change.  It is true that of late we have seen a clamor for shrub-like bushes.  The 
fact that specimens such as ‘Knock Out’ require little or no spraying makes them a popular entry into the 
rose kingdom.  This treatise is basic instruction, but the turnover in rose society membership requires a sim-
plistic instruction program. 
 
RoseDoc is a firm advocate in keeping the hobby simple.  Teaching presented in understandable terms al-
lows the novice to grasp the rules with optimum ease.  Leaving rose leaf pathology to the experts is the 
proper path of instruction.  After all, learning to grow roses is the dream of most rosarians.  Let’s review the 
roadmap to better roses. 
 
First, establish a mental attitude that denotes a true love for the rose.  Support this with the energy necessary 
to harvest award-winning specimens.  Providing the rose bush with a “healthy” home is the next step after a 
positive attitude has been established.  A site that provides at least six hours of sunlight is a must.  Proper 
drainage is also of great importance.  A planting mix of 1/3 fertile top soil, 1/3 coarse creek sand, and 1/3 
organics is the perfect residence for the bushes.  Be sure that the rose bed is not near encroaching tree roots 
that rob the plants of nutrients. It is very important that the planting site be where at least 4 to 5 hours of 
sunlight is prevalent.  Be sure to select plants that are Grade 1 with at least three lively canes.  Avoid paraf-
fin-coated bushes.  Finally, test the planting mix and see that it is a slightly acid product that shows a pH of 
between 6.2 and 6.8, with 6.5 being ideal. 
 
Rose bushes are heavy feeders making it essential that these are frequently fertilized.  It is better to feed fre-
quently rather than gorge the plants on a happenstance schedule.  A combination of organic and inorganic 
food is the ideal method of feeding.  Be sure and add compost to your rose bed.  Micro-organisms are con-
stantly devouring the vegetative organics requiring these be replaced frequently.  Composting is nature’s 
way of maintaining the food cycle of vegetation. 
 
It is a known fact that disease spores and insects are lurking to feast on prized rose bushes.  A well-planned 
spray schedule is a must.  Never procrastinate in this duty.  Establish a day for spraying which is weekly with 
few exceptions.  Also, keep the rose beds hospital clean to prevent disease spores from residing on fallen 
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leaves that may be contaminated. 
 
 Since rose bushes are really fruit trees, the plants try to go to fruit.  By deadheading the spent blooms, the 
fruiting action is interrupted.  A new cycle of blooms occurs and continues until frost or freeze enters the 
scene.  Deadheading should be performed as soon as the blooms are spent.  
  
When winter approaches, the crafty rosarian begins to insulate his prized rose bushes.  There are several 
ways to protect the plants from the winter freeze.  Simply mound clean, fertile soil around the bud union to a 
height of 12 inches is a good way to restrict winter damage. Cover the mound with pine needles to prevent 
winter rains from washing the mounded-soil away.  
   
When the warmth of  Spring is approaching and the bushes are leaving dormancy, the major pruning opera-
tion commences. This operation promotes vigorous new growth.  Remember -- pruning high produces more 
blooms but does result in smaller blossoms.  Pruning low ensures larger canes with larger blooms.  It is a 
good idea to prune twiggy and unproductive growth all during the growing season.  This allows proper air 
circulation for the plant, thereby helping to prevent disease and insect invasion through improved spray cov-
erage. Contact a Consulting Rosarian for help since pruning methods are variable. It depends on whether the 
bush is hybrid tea, floribunda, shrub, or miniature. 
 
Above all, keep the bush adequately watered.  It is the most essential phase of growing roses.  Six to ten gal-
lons of water are needed each week.  Failure to provide moisture spells doom for the bushes. Finally, be very 
sure that good drainage is present.  If not, raise the beds to promote this all-important phase of growing 
roses. 
Happy Rose Growing!!! Rosedoc@aol.com 

                  
REMEMBERING GRACE LEECH 
                                               By: Mary Frances Carlson 
   As we begin a new year in the Tennessee Rose Society, one of our long-time and beloved members will be 
missing.  Grace Leech, who belonged to our Society for about thirty years, was always present for meetings 
and social activities until one month before she left us.  When activities were held at the home she shared with 
her daughter and son-in-law, Martha and Glenn McCluen, it was Grace who normally greeted those who ar-
rived through the front door.  She liked having parties and get-togethers so others could enjoy their home and 
beautiful grounds overlooking the lake, and it was always a privilege to be a guest at their lovely home. 
   In regard to “our favorite Grace,” what role did she play in the family rose gardens?  Her favorite task was 
deciding where to plant the roses and actually planting them.  If there was a task she shunned, to no one’s sur-
prise, it would be spraying!  That’s why many of us depend on Mike from our local society. 
   Another good question for those who have not known Grace until recently, what did she contribute to our 
society?  A major contribution was that she and Martha for many years did scrapbooks annually to share at the 
Christmas parties and meetings.  If you think this would be easy, think again because “scrapbooking” as we 
know it, has just come about recently.  They took pictures at many meetings and did everything from scratch!  
So if Grace made scrapbooks, where are they?  Not even her daughter knows.  Can anyone help us out be-
cause they would be such fun to examine and serve as historical references for our society.  As often happens, 
things are borrowed, time passes, and they are not returned.  We wish someone would be able to turn these up, 
and questions will NOT be asked! 
    In conclusion, Grace will be missed but always appreciated for her sweet smile and gracious hospitality.  
We are so glad she came our way, and, of course, loved roses! 
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A  NEW  ROSE GARDEN 

                                                     By:  Kathy Brennan, ARS Consulting Rosarian 
 
The University of Tennessee has a new rose garden thanks to the Beall family.  It is the largest public rose 
garden in East Tennessee planted in the heart of the U.T. Trial Gardens.  “As graduates of the University, this 
is our way to give back to the University and to the Community at the same time,” says Sam and Mary Anne 
Beall. 
 
The Family’s endowment ensures perpetual funding for student internships and training as well as support for 
maintenance of the garden structures.  The garden features two Tennessee Sandstone waterfalls cascading into 
Japanese Koi ponds.  Between the waterfalls are stone steps leading to the 22’ gazebo, which is a special fea-
ture that acts as anchor for the garden. 
 
Dr. Mark Windham, a professor in U.T.’s Department of Entomology and Plant Pathology, and his crew have 
acquired over 100 plus rose bushes for this garden from Star Roses, Weeks Nursery and Jackson & Perkins. 
This beautiful rose garden is a teaching tool used as an open outdoor classroom enjoyed by teachers, students 
and the public. 
 
The University of Tennessee and the Beall family invite everyone to stop by and visit the garden, which are 
open all seasons and are free to the public. “I am proud that we can host a beautiful and educational rose gar-
den that the general public can visit and enjoy,” says Dr. Sue Hamilton, U.T.Gardens Director.  So come 

bring a sack lunch, listen to the birds and enjoy the beauty of the gardens.  
*For more information:  UTgardens.tennessee.edu  
Editor’s note: See back cover for  Beall Family Garden photos 

Tenarky District Winter Workshop 
February 19-21 
 
A full slate of seminars, slide shows, informative and entertaining garden talks, presentations of cur-
rent and future new roses, innovative ideas for rose shows and gardening techniques, a live auction 
of bare-root roses from Weeks and Jackson Perkins, a Consulting Rosarian School, and a banquet 
and social evening are features of the TENARKY District Mid-Winter Workshop to be held Febru-
ary 19-21. An array of exciting guest speakers include: ARS Rose Show veterans and Judges from 
North Carolina- Don and Mary Myers, Sandy Lundberg- a top national rose-show winner, Geoff 
Coolidge of Cool Roses, Clayton Beaty, creator of Mills-Mix  organic fertilizers and nutrients for 
roses, Robbie Tucker – Nashville’s creative hybridizer , Carol Reese – popular garden speaker and 
horticulturist and Dr . Sue Hamilton-Curator of the UT Knoxville Gardens. Hosted by the Nashville 
Rose Society, the workshop will be at the Marriott Hotel in Franklin Cool Springs (700 Cool Springs 
Blvd), I-65 south of Nashville. 
For the complete Schedule of Events, Registration Form, and hotel reservation information, please 
visit www.tenarky.org.  
For additional information please contact Sam or Nancy Jones (615) 646-4138 or email at 
gsamj@bellsouth.net 
For the complete Schedule of Events, Registration Form, and hotel reservation information, visit 
www.tenarky.org. 
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MY LOVE AFFAIR WITH ROSES 
By: Ann Orr 

 
My love affair with roses began when I was very young.  Growing up in the 1940’s, I remember the beautiful 
red roses in magazine advertisements promoting Four Roses Liquor! The roses were deep red with the look 
of velvet. In those days, magazines were rare and each time one was available, I scanned it for a beautiful 
Four Roses advertisement. Pasting magazine pictures in scrapbooks was a popular pastime for young girls; 
and with permission, I would cut out the Four Roses advertisements and add them to my scrapbook. As the 
years passed, I continued to be fascinated and thrilled by roses.  
 
In the early 1960’s, my young adult life took several twists and turns. At age thirty-four, I was divorced, rais-
ing two pre-teen children, and back in college studying for a second degree. Feeling somewhat alone, I was 
desperately trying to find my way. For a leisure activity, I planted a rose garden. Retreating to the garden, I 
would dig, plant, weed, prune, and sometimes cry there. Gardening was relaxing and therapeutic.  Growing 
roses helped restore my self esteem and, I began to share my roses with my neighbors. Time passed quickly 
and by the 1970’s I was enjoying a career in nursing and regularly sharing my roses with my staff.  
 
On the morning of Christmas Eve 1976, a dear friend appeared at my door with a bouquet of a dozen red 
roses! Still in my robe and completely overwhelmed, I thanked him and told him how beautiful the roses 
were. I excused myself to go dress--leaving him on the porch with the roses in his hands!!! I was too sur-
prised for words, and I had no gift for him! I called my neighbor who also knew my friend and asked her 
what I should do. She assured me that it was okay and that I should get dressed and invite him in to visit. Six 
months later, in June 1977, my friend and I were married. For our wedding, the chapel was decorated with a 
large arrangement of Tropicana roses – my favorite roses! Rose club members had gathered these roses from 
their gardens for this special occasion.  
 
During our trip to Great Britain in 1978, we attended the Chelsey Flower Show in England, and my husband 
ordered twelve rose bushes to add to the ones he had moved from my previous home to his home when we 
married. During this period of my life, my precious husband and I shared a love of gardening and growing 
roses. I was into roses in a big way and cut, shared, and enjoyed roses to my heart’s content.  
 
During the 1980’s and 1990’s, I worked in Nursing Administration and shared roses with patients and with 
staff members. In 1995, The University of Tennessee Hospital created a calendar featuring pictures of nurses 
interacting with patients. They photographed me giving a bouquet of roses to a patient, and I became a 
“calendar girl” for the first time in my life!  
 
My love affair with roses continues. As I venture into retirement, widowhood, and a downsized garden, even 
now my passion is sharing roses with sick friends and the elderly. I accept roses grown by members of our 
rose society, make arrangements with the roses, and take the roses to friends in nursing homes and hospitals. 
I marvel with the recipients at the beauty and fragrance of the roses and delight in the smiles the roses bring 
to the faces of those who are suffering.    

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!! 
We have a lot of fun sharing our love of roses in our rose society, and we are so glad you 
chose to join us.   
 

Be sure to check out our website www.tennesseerosesociety.org 



 

THE TENNESSEE ROSEBUD 
Visiting Rose Gardens  
The Beall Family Rose Garden–  UT Gardens at University of Tennessee   
Photos courtesy Katherine Brennan 


